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The Big Thaw , 



GENERAL de GaLlle’s vis- 
it to Moscow is by no means 
the only sign of change in 
the order of things to which 
we have be- 
come accus- 
tomed. dur- 
ing the post- 
war era. 

There is 
evidence of a 
thaw in both 
parts of Ger- 
many. There 
is first of all 
the remark- 
able agree- Lippmann 
ment to hold open televised 
debates between the Ger- 
man Social Democratic 
Party and the East German 
communist-socialist (fusion 
party). Though the Soviet 
government may yet pro- 
hibit the debate, this would 
only confirm and emphasize 
, the fact that there is strong • 
and potent feeling in both 
Germanys in favor of talks 
and positive collaboration. 

The significance of this 
break with the old immobi- 
lized official German tradi- . 
tion was proved spectacular- 
ly the other day when the 
majority leader in the Ger- 
man parliament, Christian 
Democratic Dr. Rainer Bar- 
zel, proposed terms of a set- 
tlement with the Soviet 
Union which have never 
been dreamed of before and 
are, to say the least, offbeat. 

There are signs also of a 
thaw in United States pol- 
icy, not only in the Presi- 
dent’s wise refusal to get 
into an altercation with Gen- 


eral de Gaulle but, signifi- 
cantly, in Secretary McNa- 
mara’s statement to the 
Jackson subcommittee that 
if the Soviet Union reduces 
its troops in eastern Europe 
the United States would act 
correspondingly. This comes 
after Mr. McGeorge Bundy’s 
brilliant testimony before 
the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee in which 
he advised the West Ger- 
mans to accept the Oder- 
Neisse frontier and to re- 
nounce the business of nu- 
clear weapons. 

IT IS NOW clear that 
General de Gaulle’s objec- 
tive has been to put an end 
to the cold war between the 
1 western coalition, which in- 
cludes the United States, 
v'and the eastern coalition, 
hvhich includes the Soviet 
Union. His objective will be 
achieved fully when and if 
the two Germanys and the 
two Europes are brought to- 
gether. As this process de- 
velops there will be solved 
as a matter of , course the 
theoretical disputes of how 
much and how little influ- 
ence the United States is to 
exercise in the new Europe. 
For in an increasingly recon- 
ciled Europe such issues as 
the integration of military 
command and nuclear shar- 
ing will no longer matter 
, and will cease to be inter- 
esting. 

A militarily reconciled Eu- 
rope will, one may imagine, 
be chiefly concerned with 
the problems of the coexist- 
ence, the reciprocal adjust- 
ments, and the collaboration 
of the many different kinds 
of economy which now exist 
between the Atlantic and 
the Urals. For there is no 
longer any such thing as 
an old fashioned capitalist 
economy or a Stalinist com- 
munist economy. They are 
all mixed economies in vary- 
ing degrees. 

GENERAL de Gaulle has 
released and encouraged 
this European process and 
there is no doubt that it car- 
ries with it strong anti- 
American overtones. These 
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are due in the main to two 
things. One is that, thanks 
to the State Department, we 
missed the bus in Europe 
and are associated in the 
minds of so many Euro- 
peons with the prolongation 
of the cold war which they 
hope to end. 

Another source of Euro- 
pean anti-Americanism is 
the fact that without con- 
sulting them, without ask- 
ing the judgment of the 
United Nations, of NATO, of 
SEATO, or of any other in- 
ternational body, President 
Johnson is waging a war in 
Asia which could become a 
world war. From the Euro- 
pean point of view to be an 
ally of the Johnson Adminis- 
tration with its inveterate 
unilateralism is to be in a 
dangerously entangling al- 
liance. 

WHEN General de Gaulle 
tells the Europeans that 
they cannot count on the 


United States in Europe be- 
cause America’s main inter- 
ests are now in Asia and 
elsewhere, he does not mean 
that Europeans can deal 
with their own affairs and 
give the United States a 
free hand in all the other 
continents. 

There is much more to it 
than that. Along with the 
changes which in Europe 
are making obsolete the 
military confrontation with 
the Soviet Union there are 
changes in the rest of the 
world which are altering 
radically the role of military 
power in the midst of social 
turbulence. We are only be- 
ginning to think about this 
and we shall have to talk 
about it much more in the 
future. 
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